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The God of All Comfort

by: Pastor Jimmy

"Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all comfort." — 2 Corinthians 1:3 (KJV)

Life has a way of catching us off guard.

One phone call can change everything. A doctor's report. A broken relationship. Financial
pressure. A season of uncertainty. Sometimes life just gets heavy, and we're reminded
that we weren't created to carry every burden by ourselves.

That's why I love the opening words of 2 Corinthians.

Paul is writing after walking through one of the hardest seasons of his life. In fact, later in
the chapter he says he was under so much pressure that he wondered if he would even
make it. But what's interesting is that he doesn't start by talking about his problems.

He starts by talking about God.
"Blessed be God..."

Before Paul says one word about what he's been through, he praises the One who brought
him through it.

There's a lesson in that for all of us.

It's easy to let our problems become the biggest thing we see. Paul reminds us that no
matter what we're facing, God is still worthy of our praise. Our circumstances change, but
His character never does.

Then Paul gives God two incredible names.
First, he calls Him "the Father of mercies."
Think about that for a moment.

Every day we wake up is another reminder of God's mercy. Every answered prayer. Every
blessing we didn't deserve. Every time God picked us up after we stumbled. Every time
He forgave us when we failed.

Paul knew that better than anyone. He had once tried to destroy the church, but God
didn't throw him away. God changed him, called him, and used him.

That's the story of every believer.

None of us are here because we've earned God's favor. We're here because mercy found
us when we were lost, forgave us when we were guilty, and has faithfully carried us every
step of the way.

When life doesn't make sense, don't forget what you already know about God. His heart
has always been full of mercy.

Then Paul calls Him something else.



He says God is "the God of all comfort."
I love that little word all.
Not some comfort.
Not enough comfort for only certain people.
All comfort.
Whatever you're carrying today, God has enough comfort for it.
There's comfort for the person fighting fear.
Comfort for the family facing uncertainty.
Comfort for the one carrying disappointment.
Comfort for the one who feels alone.

Comfort for the weary believer who has been trying to stay faithful while life just keeps
getting hard.

There isn't a burden you'll ever carry that God looks at and says, "That's too much for
Me."

The word Paul uses for comfort means more than making someone feel better. It means
to come alongside them, strengthen them, encourage them, and help them carry what
they couldn't carry alone.

Isn't that just like God?
He doesn't stand at a distance and tell us to figure it out. He comes near.

One of my favorite promises in Scripture has never been that life would always be easy.
It's this:

"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
That's the heartbeat of the Christian life.
God was with Joseph in the prison.
He was with Daniel in the lions' den.
He was with the three Hebrew boys in the fire.
And He's with you today.
You may not understand everything He's doing, but you can always trust where He is.

He's right there with you.

Then Paul gives us one more truth that we can't miss.



God comforts us so we can comfort someone else.
God never wastes pain.

Some of the people who have encouraged me the most are people who have walked
through some of life's deepest valleys. Why? Because they've experienced God's comfort
firsthand.

When you've seen God carry you through a difficult season, you can help someone else
believe He'll do the same for them.

That's how the body of Christ is supposed to work.
The comfort God pours into our lives is meant to flow through our lives.
Maybe today you need God's comfort.
Or maybe God wants to use you to bring comfort to someone else.
Either way, remember this:

God sees where you are.

He knows what you're carrying.
He hasn't forgotten you.

And He hasn't stopped working.

So whatever you're facing today, lift your eyes off your circumstances and back onto your
Savior.

He's still the Father of mercies.
He's still the God of all comfort.
And He's still walking with His people, one step at a time.

May His comfort strengthen your heart today—and may He use you this week to bring
that same comfort to someone who needs it.
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Announcements
Rooted Class 9:40 AM-10:25 PM



Downstairs in the fellowship hall (coffee & donuts provided)
Teacher: Pastor Jimmy
Ages: 20-35 years old

WORSHIP SERVICE...10:30 AM
KIDS UNITED... 10:30 AM

Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall following the morning praise & worship. Please Note: The 3rd
Sunday of the month is Family Day & all children will remain in the sanctuary for service.

QUILTING MINISTRY

Mondays - 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall
See Evelyn House for Details

Wednesday Evening

6:00-6:20 PM - Praise & Worship
6:20-6:50 PM - Preaching/Teaching
6:50-7:15 PM - Prayer
Teens United

Bible Study Downstairs following Praise & Worship
The teens will be doing a deep dive into 1st Corinthians
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Chad Buttrey
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We now have a guest WiFi for anyone needing it during services. The name is New Life
Church_GUEST and a password is not required.



If you would like to support the Richmond Campus financially, please mark your
offering accordingly.

See Pastor Melissa about volunteering in our Nursery. We thank you for your heart to
serve in your local church.

Calling all ladies! Join us for Girlfriends Night Out on
Monday, August 3rd at 6:30 PM as we continue our

s , 0& series, "Search My Heart God...Show me me." < This
9( {W teaching is sure to bless your heart, so bring a friend
along! Just remember to pack a tasty snack to share with

your girlfriends. See you there!

unlimited”




AUGUST 16th

Back to School Blessing Service
Bring your teens and children for a
special service for them as they prepare
to return to school!

Toyota Motor
Manufacturing
Kentucky Tour

Join the Keenagers on Wednesday,
August 26th, for a fun tour of the
Kentucky Toyota Manufacturing
plant in Georgetown! é& Cost of
tour is free. We depart from the

church at 10:30 and will grab lunch
‘ at Culvers afterward.
€ Don't miss out—sign up in the
foyer today. We need all names

submitted at least 3 days in
advance, so be sure to secure your
spot now! See Teresa for questions.
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Getting Over Yourself
Rev. Tony Cooke

D. L. Moody once quipped, “I have had more trouble with myself than with any
other man | have ever met.” Probably many of us share that sentiment. As much as
we may tend to point fingers of frustration toward other people and at outside
circumstances, the reality is that we, our very selves, are the main challenge that
can trip us up in life. Chuck Ford, a friend of mine who pastors in Mississippi,
wisely said “God is never my problem. The devil is rarely my problem. Sometimes
others are my problem. Mostly I'm my problem.”

[Maybe you’ve heard someone jokingly say, “I'm going to Home Depot to buy a
ladder so | can get over myself.” We all wish it was that easy, don’t we? As
humans, we typically recognize we can be better than we are, feel better than we
feel, and do better than we do. | recently read that in 2019, there were 85,253
different self-help books available. | also checked Amazon, and found out that they
have more than 70,000 titles available under “self-help.” What do these staggering
numbers communicate? | believe it speaks to the need that people know — deep
down inside — that we can be better.

While I’'m not against anything that truly helps people, | think there is something
higher than simply “helping ourselves.” Practical advice can be good, but | believe
that the revealed truth of God and the power of the Holy Spirit are the key
influences that will bring needed growth, maturity, and transformation to our lives.
\Whether it is a significant dysfunction, or a minor quirk or issue, God wants to help
us be conformed to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29).




If we are by ourselves all the time — isolated from others — we likely may not
notice or be aware of certain issues in our lives that would show up if we were
regularly working with others. Maybe you can think of someone you interact with
frequently, and something about them just irritates you. Before you go too far with
that, realize that others may find something about you that is equally bothersome
to them. Involvement with others brings “stuff” to the surface, in their lives and in
yours. These can be opportunities for on-going frustration, but they can also be
opportunities for growth and change.

This reminds me of a minister with dyslexia who was writing the word “united” but
ended up instead with the word “untied.” (To Continue Reading, click on the link:
https://tonycooke.org/articles-by-tony-cooke/getting-over-yourself/

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit Will
Strengthen Your Church!

Rick Renner

Rick Renner is a highly respected Bible teacher and leader in the international Christian
community. Rick is the author of the bestsellers Dressed To Kill and Sparkling Gems From the
Greek 1 and 2, which have sold more than 3 million copies combined. Rick’s broad
understanding of the Greek language and biblical history opens up the Scriptures in a unique
way that enables readers to gain wisdom and insight while learning something brand new from
the Word of God.

Today Rick is the senior pastor of the Moscow Good News Church and the founder of Media
Mir, the first Christian television network in the former USSR that today broadcasts the Gospel
to countless Russian-speaking viewers around the world via multiple satellites and the Internet.
He is also the founder and president of Rick Renner Ministries, based in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and
host to his TV program that is seen around the world in multiple languages. Rick leads this
amazing work with his wife and lifelong ministry partner, Denise, along with the help of their
sons and committed leadership team.

The following article was adapted from Rick’s book Why We Need the Gifts of the Holy Spirit,
which can be purchased at renner.org.

When the grace of God touches a person’s life or the life of an entire church, it always produces
transformation and has manifold effects. It can give a person the ability to repent, the desire to
change, and the power to live an obedient and sanctified life. But as Paul began writing First
Corinthians, he started out by specifically reminding them of how the grace of God manifested
among them in spiritual gifts. Yes, God’s grace manifests in many ways in a believer’s life, but
Paul especially noted the gifts of the Holy Spirit as an outward evidence that an amazing level
of grace had been poured out on the Corinthian church.

| thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus
Christ; that in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;
even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: so that ye come behind in no gift;

waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall also confirm you unto the
end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by
whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. — 1
Corinthians 1:4-9
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As Paul continued to elaborate on the gifts of the Holy Spirit, he stressed the truth that God
intends for these gifts to function in the Church until the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ: “So
that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 7). In this
verse, Paul confirmed that the gifts of the Holy Spirit will be active and functional in the Body of
Christ until the end of the Church Age when Jesus returns. This means the claim that these gifts
and manifestations ceased with the death of the apostles is untrue.

Weak and Silly — or Firm on Your Feet?

In verse 8, Paul went on to tell us the benefit that these supernatural gifts bring to each of us
and to the larger Body of Christ. Rather than make us weak and silly, as some suggest, Paul
stated that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are necessary to strengthen and establish us. The apostle
wrote, “Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

There are three very important words in First Corinthians 1:8 regarding the impact of the gifts of
the Holy Spirit in the life of an individual or a congregation. The words “confirm,” “end,” and
“blameless” are vital to understanding the long-term effect of the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the life
of a believer. Let's see what these words meant when Paul wrote them and how they should be
applied in our lives now as they pertain to the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

The word “confirm” is a translation of the Greek word bebaioo, which
means sure, fixed, steadfast, or maintaining firmness. In classical Greek, the
word bebaioo meant firm, concrete, stable, durable, or unshakeable. In the legal sense, this
word was used to depict a document that was valid, authentic, proven, and guaranteed. In its
broadest sense, bebaioo meant fit, certain, or reliable, and it pictured someone standing firm on
his feet.

The use of this word bebaioo, as it is used in verse 8 in connection with the gifts of the Holy

Spirit, tells us that these gifts make us firm, stable, durable, unshakeable, reliable, certain,

and fit. So rather than make us spiritually silly or weak, these gifts help us stand firm on our
feet!

The word “end” in verse 8 is a translation of the Greek word felos, a word that in this verse
describes something that is mature or fully ripened. Thus, Paul was not just describing the “end”
of something in this verse, such as the end of the age. Instead, he used the word telos to
describe the working of steadfast growth and endurance in believers’ lives—by these
demonstrations of the gifts of the Spirit—to the end that these believers become “ripened”
or fully mature.

The use of the word telos reveals God’s purpose for these gifts: They are intended to help bring
us to a higher realm of spiritual maturity. If these supernatural gifts are operating according to
God'’s design, they cultivate a state of ripeness in the believer’s walk with the Lord and a
greater maturity of the Church at large. Paul's words mean that there is actually an entire
dimension of spiritual maturity that cannot be achieved without the operation of spiritual gifts.
We can conclude, then, that the gifts of the Spirit are essential for the Body of Christ to attain
“...unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (see Ephesians 4:13).

Conviction, Holiness, and Personal Integrity

The third word we’ll look at in First Corinthians 1:8—“blameless”—is a translation of the
word anegkletos, an old Greek word that means having no blot on one’s life for which one
could be accused, arraigned, or disqualified. It is legal language that describes one who has
been found spotless or unimpeachable. Not even a hint of accusation can be found against this
individual. Thus, he is “blameless.”

So the use of the word anegkletos in this verse reveals another facet of God’s divine design for
the gifts of the Holy Spirit: They are meant to bring us to a place of conviction, holiness,
and personal integrity.



When spiritual gifts are working in the life of a believer or a congregation, they often expose
deficiencies and produce repentance. As a result, character is purged and justifiable accusation
is expunged from a person’s life or from the midst of a local body. By the operation of these
spiritual gifts, people are often so impacted that their character and reputation become
transformed. People’s lives that may have previously been susceptible to accusation and
blame have changed course and are on a new path toward becoming unimpeachable.

The combined use of these words in this verse could be taken to mean:

“These gifts make you fit, firm, and unshakeable. They put you on your feet spiritually and lead
you into new levels of maturity. Ultimately, these gifts will work to produce an unimpeachable
characterin you....”

As we read this expanded translation of First Corinthians 1:8, it becomes clear why we need the
gifts of the Holy Spirit working among us. And we see in this verse why the apostle Paul said
they must be in manifestation until the return of Jesus Christ. Since these supernatural gifts are
that vital, God would of course never allow them to cease! They are essential for us to reach
the spiritual maturity that He has designed for His Church.

When these divine enablements are released in our midst and allowed to operate as the Holy
Spirit intends, they literally bring a supernatural partnership with Jesus Christ into the Church
that we as believers otherwise would never know. God has provided the avenue by which we
can experience this divine partnership in these last days, but we have a part to play. It's up to
us to learn to lean on the Holy Spirit—and this must include embracing the gifts of the Holy
Spirit as He works among us.

https://tonycooke.org/articles-by-others/gifts-holy-spirit-strengthen-church/

4 GIVING OPTIONS

Mail to New Life Church P.O. Box 1790 Frankfort, KY 40602
Venmo App - Search for NewLifeChurchKy in the business section
Church Website - Newlifechurchky.com - click on the word give and give via PayPal
Text to Give - Text the word give to 502-825-0018 and follow the promptings in the

reply.

Thank you for your faithfulness.
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